
                                Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

                        Thursday, July 16
th

 2015 Regular Meeting  

           Municipal Center Assembly Room- 196 No. Main St. Southington, CT 

     Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Pocock and Miss 

Clock. Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner. 

 

Chair Urillo called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

First item on the agenda was approval of the minutes from April 16
th

’s Special Meeting; 

minutes approved upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, Second by Miss Sica- with all 

remaining in favor.  

 

The first item on the agenda was update on the Open Space Website and public relations 

efforts. 

 

Miss Sica indicated that she has been in contact with Jay Baker regarding the update. Mr. 

Lavallee continues to have weekly meetings with Mr. Baker and said that he is happy 

with the progress and layout. Within the next 2 weeks a final draft page should be 

available for review via a link. The second part of the discussion was on P.R. efforts led 

by Miss Miceli. Miss Miceli indicated that we should be around 90% completion within 

two weeks as well. The Korin Open Space Parcel will be featured as it is a great example 

of what our program is all about.  

 

A key component that is often brought up by residents is access to these open space 

holdings. Miss Miceli offered that we should make access a priority for residents that 

want to visit these sites; consistent signage throughout town would help. Currently, small 

blue “Open Space” signs appear at parking areas but tend to be obscured as undergrowth 

ages. All committee members agreed that a consistent “branding” of town signage will be 

a great help with all public facilities in Southington. Mr. Brumback asked that perhaps 

some samples of signs could be put before the Town Council; Mr. Lavallee will look into 

it. 

 

The next item on the agenda was an update on the annual Earth Day walk. It took place 

on May 16
th

 at the Canal Street Train Depot. (447 Canal Street). Mr. Phil Wooding gave 

a great presentation on the history of the station and how it aided in the commerce of 

Southington in the early days. Some grills will be added to create a picnic area which 

blends well with the station and the adjacent linear trail. These walks are an opportunity 

to showcase the town’s inventory of open space and the recreational offerings found 

there.  

 

Next on the agenda was a discussion on the Community Gardens. Some residents have 

asked for multiple beds on Academy and the request has been granted. The invasive 

Mugwort plant has taken over areas adjacent to the beds on Academy Street. Numerous 

weed whacking attempts did not solve the problem. This year, the Parks Dept. mowed the 



area once and treated the Mugwort. One gardener has offered to weed whack a few times 

to fight it back. Mr. Lavallee has contacted Professor Worthley from UConn School of 

Forestry to see if he can offer any suggestions regarding invasive species control. 

 

The next item on the agenda was Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. A 

motion to convene Executive Session was made by Mr. Brumback, Second by Mr. 

Borowy with all in favor at 4:33 PM. 

 

Executive Session ended at 4:55 PM with the business meeting reconvening at 4:56 PM 

upon a motion by Mr. Borowy, Second by Miss Sica with all in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn by Miss Sica, Second by Miss Miceli with all in favor at 4:57 PM. 

 


